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The Dutch colonial methods have from the first been
blindly based on those of the British in India : they have
aimed at keeping the natives in a state of dependence by
denying them education.
The policy of the Government General has been to amass
wealth for the Mother Country by forced labour and capita-
tion taxes, and by similar means to squeeze the people.
On the social side, it has been held that to educate the natives
or to give them any instruction in political matters would
open their eyes and jeopardize Dutch rule. It has been thought
better to keep them in ignorance and so to make them more
amenable. They have, however, been affected by the spread
of ideas of liberty and of self-determination. From 1903
limitations have been imposed on the power of the Govern-
ment General. In 1918 a National Assembly was established
and legislative power was given to it. Some advance was made
towards a representative and liberal system of government.
But native rights, just as in India, are strictly limited, the
Assembly had no voice in the important questions of national
defence, foreign relations, and international law, which are
the prerogative of the Government General. Under these
circumstances, the natives are in a continual state of unrest
and are ready to seize every opportunity to obtain a greater
measure of self-government. Here again is a 'chestnut in
the fire'* of which Japan can avail herself.
Attitude of France.
Our diplomacy could indeed be counted successful if,
in the event of war with England, it could persuade France
to maintain a neutrality friendly to ourselves. But I fear
that would be well-nigh impossible.
France's attitude, though friendly to England and hostile
to Japan is, in general, negative. As likely as not it would
depend on that of America.
France has one cruiser and two submarines in Indo-
China. About all she could do, if she joined England against
Japan, would be to assist in establishing a blockade. It is
hardly likely that she would send out her Fleet from Europe,
but she might come to some understanding whereby it took
over the protection of British interests in the Mediterranean.
Of the other members of the League of Nations, some
* The reference is to the liability of the chestnut to burst.—Translator.

